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History of the

242d Aviation Company (Aslt 8:pt Hel)
269th Aviaficr. '~attalion (Combat)

12th Avaition Group (Combat)

1 January 1969 - 31 December 1969

Prepa..red by
CW2 Lawrence H Cain

Unit Historical Officer

Republic of Vietnam APO 96353
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The missj.on of the 242nd Lviation Company (Aslt Spt Hel) is to

prov:ide tactical and logistical airlift for the movement of troops

and supplies, Th.e 24-2nd pritnaril;y supports the 25th Infantry Division

but also supports other fres vrorld fe·roes t.hroughout the III Corps

MuJ.(;~kin..'1.3r airc:rai\, proYiJe hot cb..::n.,o much nonded 8.mmunition And

ether her:essaL·J.~ supplies to Vigl~Ul'lts'9 defending remoto nro support

bases, Groufu~ units c~m dl'3pend. on tl:o 2)·I-2::d for timely anci accurate

delive!'y of items ess6ntial to continuotion of t.~r=) defense of the

So·::oth Viotnamese poople.

", '.. " .. ' . . .. .

The officers and m.en of th'3 2i l-2nd Aviation Company are tr'Je

'VD:i.scipl:i.llCd Fro:f:'0~sionalsll and are p!'owl to be assod.ated with the

allied eff' (Yct j:::. 'I.riotnam.
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E£R,,,'J.,DRY

The Unit C,::"Jst for the z!+2nd Aviation COl11pan,v (;~i:ilt Spt Hel) depicts
a mulo with two ~ ...~ot.()r he:lds strappod to :U 9 s b'J.ck~ ,;t:nd the word v;Huleskin
ne~s;o inscribed abo'le :~t.

The n1ll1~train arl mUleskim10rs of bld i'i0r'.:) notod for their ability to
Iilo'.re heavy loe-ds over rough and difficult torrain. Today 0 s Huloskinners are
!1'Jted for tho SaIi10 abilitf, but the slow movine; mulotrr:dn of t!lO p~st has
bG~,:m replaced 'by a ta:r~clem rotor hEllicopt.er known as the C~i..1-i7 :lC~linook;v.
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1969 started Ciut as a good ye:.:..r for the 9!l1uleskirmers;v when, in

January, they receivE;:d the Boeing/VortoJ. 2".); COO flying award. Then

tragedy sttuck in tho form of 9. vicious l,momy ~appo!' attack on tho

'~North Forty!' Chinook parking area. One Cl'OW member T>10.S killed and

5 \oIToundGd with ,3.i.rcraftlossos tatalj.hg 9 destroyed r 3 with majc1r

'(~.3.mage and 2 with minor d:.:~magG. Around the cl~,c.,kf/lTo.rk by the derEc::ctod

ll),0n of ti.1/) :-~:I:::d returnod tho unit to ii. '::1.:<.J.1.;y' r:;('I'ational st:;.tus in 10 days.

In rL.y of 1969 ,tho !lNulesldnnf:~>.'~~~ ::ooceivod b.nothor achiovemont

award frmc. B005.n.g/\ c-rtol for atta:i.:rlJ.q~ 30,OGO CH-47 "ChinookiQ flying

hours .

On tho 19th of aUr=,ust, 11fljor I::as 11. rbka.jo, tho 5th coJ:llln!l.ndor 0f the

242d" fle,:" to Long Birth to aCi opt a G3.fety aKa:;-cl '!:> ."'\ CeL Loe Turnor,

10,000 a.ccider..J. froe hours in Giroct ccraba't, s'<lPI:{)l't of freo world forces

in tho III Co ...:~ ;;'1: oa of Viotnam•

The :~n:'11~~:;. Gon.' .. ·c.l Insj,..ection Team dGscl.mded upon the 2l~;?:d the 26th

cI J~.ug-c1.st and found u.nJ.t paperwork and troop welfare and l:loralo 111aintainod

aT, the highest levol and ma.de sFecial montion of many of \,'.10 in.,sl-octed areas.

The following day, in c<:;;reillc.uios in :,hc.. c~l1lp::my area. ~ the 2420. rGceived

.j t.s 6th conullc~l1der, &j01' Allan l4. HannnerbDck. l1ajor .~1as M. Nakajo departed

.c,;::- the states to assumo du.ties at the US Arms" Av::'at:i.()h Tost FG.cility,

Edwards hFB, Calif.

ln Septe~ber, U"..) 21~·2d bst its last remaining original aircre.ft.

l~ircraft numb(;r 017 KD.S turnod in for rotrograc.e on the Jrd with 1800

October 25 markerl the third ann.lvorsary of the p.ctivs.tL:l C),;.' tho

event, The vari,ous a;;tivities were witnoss.ed by distinguished ge.ests

]I'J,,-j:>r General ~~.Llen &1. Burdett, Comrfl.':lndir.g Gonero.l 1st Av.iaticn Brigade,

,':":',':':':' ",'.'



and !1ajor General Harris H, 1101115, (;onll'l3.n.~;ing General 25th Infantry Division,

HajoJ.· .tlllon H, nJ.l1'llilo.cbeck Grandass EJ~tr",.ordh'.8.irel9 of the ,vHuleski::merstv , in

stalled the honof'ud guests as honorary nI'I'.ll:::fk~.nnersn.

On L~ Noyember, the 242d survived :i.ts most thorough inspoction to

dato: the annual CHdI. I'eam Iilembors h3.d nothing but pr~dse for company

f-8r~,,-}i:mcl '::l.ud gwo the unit a cIoan bill of hoaJ.t,}lc

On 'thG 7i:.h of Dec om'.:>cr , eel J ohn ,~, ilQg;~{)t" Commanding Officer,

12th ",.',":;..],i.ion Group (COi1l0:1t) I 8.c:ccr.r;/',:').0J by the orchestrations of

thE) 2jth 1,::J,fal::"vr;r uivision Band, pJ:'(';;(3nl:.wJ the ~\1·Il.llGskinn6rs'~ t.n.th his

fJ.me<l t~Dcublo Cros:';.;d C(\~n Cob PipE}V 3.'ws,l':'d for tho completion of 12

months and 13,680 flying hours wj.thout .om acd,de:1t.

':-'l:e ye<?rs activities were closed out Kith <:. ~':',:,:~ Cbt.j s't',m,s.s part,Y on

tho 2V~h of December :.t,~,l tho traditicn'111y f:Lao p·,dstmas dinn(:r on

25 D~~(;erdbGr,
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NAJOR HAS ~1 i:AKAJ0

FIFTH CmJlL •.:)IJEid 0J? THE 242D .•Vl, TI(;1 COHPANY (ASLT 8PT HEL)

t1aJor Nakajo entqred the Artny in March 1948atl"ort Ord California where he
attended his basic training. A.fter c·)J:llpletion of his basic, IvIajer Nakajo
was assigned to the infantry school at Fort Benning, Ga. where he underwent
:'.irborne tr<:J.:i.ning.

}.i':~·Gm it jUinp f:chool ll 11a.jor Nakajo' was assignod to the 82d Airborne Division
a:' li'ort. Bragg, N. C.

;.fter tl'i:i,s ClfcigrJr:1ent b.e ret.tL'rnod '::'0 '17)7' i.. BClr', ;.;:;.g for ranger training and was
subseq-"':'... ,i.L1:r assignoo, ii"). tho eu:s.:-ly 5J" 2, to ';:.he 3rJ Ranger COI11Pn.rw (l.irborne;'
in Ko::'f.\;.'.

Upon :r'eturniT.'; :'):'.jYil Koraa in 1952 ~Jk5;:>r N.:..kajo vlas again assign6c:l to the 82d
rl.lrborne Division at Fort Braff. vJi'1e'..~ in j,933 he 't-lent through Specia.l Forces
train~ng under the 77th Sped,.::.J. Forces Group.

Cargo Hdicopter Pi:~.ot '.!'raining was noxt· in :!.i~1a for the ~1ajor and in 19.54 he
recie'.!ed his aviatim1 ·";"i.rrant ai:. For Sill O!(j.uh·;m3.. From Fort. Sill he was as
signc,....:J. to t.he 93rd Trans. Co. (light.) at F0!'t J.~'iJ,":'J F.s.n::~£"s,

In 195'1 Najor Nakajon.:Jt on1;! rec:h~'r<:ld .:l. direct C(.lTl!l1.S5:'on as a U.S •.LR 2d
Lt. T., C. but li:::'S also sent tu San Hareu£> Texa;;; for fixed wing t:t'a.nsition.

AdvanceJ f~xG~~ wins ana instr~~ontschool followed at Fort Rucker Alabama
in 1~58 where 1'e r(:IIl1!lined as a member of '1'. ';:1.. T. S. S.

JYlajor Hakajo th:::n ·/Lo-c.'.;:l-:lad the T. C. ca.reer course and f1{OC in 1963 at Ft.
}~ustis, Va. JllJul,;, :L963 he recievedan )~R.!.. li cpr.lId. ss~.()n ~.n~he Field ArtiJ...
lc::,y. In 196:.;. lJIe.ja:c Nakajo waS assigned to theUnitcc.:. fi i:'><3:i_',Ji) 11ilitar-,f Acadom;
a:c '{Jest Point •

.B"::'Oln .~u.gust 1965 - August 66 J:1ajor i-lakajo spent his first tour in RVN with th,
1st Cav Division.

Upon returning to the U.S. ~~jor Nakajo wa.s assignod to the USAtVNS Test
Beard and eventually became a CH-47 P.T.C. FLight COF~~nd~r.

·r.n 1968 he retur.n'9d to RVN on the ).rmy Goncopts Tet'l.!I1 (elI-54) and for the
period of 23 March 1969 to 27 August 1969 r1ajor NaJ:.ajo Sfji~vod as the fifth
com.rnanding off:i.cer of' the 242d ~ ..vn Co (ASH).

Whilo he was S0rv~cjlg 11.S comm~ndor, tho 2/.J.2d < rcciwed the 1st Aviati<'n Brigade
Sd'ety Aware. for achieving 10,000 accident froa flying hours.

\!n.~m Major N2.J~e.jo left the unit, he was assigned to the U.S. L:rm..r Aviation
T,;t;1:. F9.d.~~,i+:~;\' hi- Ed,vards A. F. B. California.
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rlJAJOR ALLAN W H.AMrJIERBECK
THE SIXTH COMMA.NDEB. OF THE 242D AVIATION COMPANY (ASLT SPr EEL)

Major Hammerbedk en-Gered the Army as an enlisted man on. February 8, 1958 and
attended basi,.... training at Fort Carson, Colorado 0

Upon completion of his training, I'1ajar Harrmerbeck 1'ras assigned to a transporta
tion corps unit in New Orleans, Louisiana ·until August 1959 when he started
Fii31d Artille ry OCS.

1 rlJ:arch 1960 v.ras graduation day and he began his commissioned career as a Second
Liml·~eilant, forward observer and executive officer of a 105mm·battery until
Dec81ilber 1960.

]'rom December 1960 through September 1961, !'1ajor Hammerbeck attended fj xed wing
aviator training 8.t IPort Rucker, Alabama. After flight school he was assiGned
to Fort Benning, Georgia as a fixed wing aviator until ]'ebruary 1963 when he
was reassigned to Fort Wolters, Texas for the rotary w·ing qualification course •

Ih April of 1963 he was assigned to the 3rd Infantry Division at Kitz8ngen,
Germany, where he served as a brigade aviation officer until Nay of 1966.

Upon his return to CONUS, Major Hammerbeck was assigned to Fort Sill, Oklahoma,
as a platoon leader with the 196th Chinook ConI'iJany in preperation far.' assignment
to the Republic of Vietnam. In February 1967 the 196th arrived in RVN and
V~jor Hrnmnerbeck bogan his first tour.

On May 13, 1967, IvIajor Hammerbeck vTaS shot down and after three months of
hospitalization, ranging from Viotna.m, Japan and tol!'ort Gordon, Georgia, he was
released to attend the Fiold Artillery Career Course at .Fat't S.ill, Oklahoma.and
Fort Bliss, Texas •

In July of 1960, upon completion of the career course, he was assigned as the
operations officor and aviation comrntl.nd adjutant at Far.'t Sill until returning
to Viotn..'1Jl1, where ho is presently serving as Commander, 242d Aviation Gompany
(l.l.Lisi.1ult Support Helicopter) l/l'lUleskinl1'JJ.?s. t:

During his time in the service rtajor Harrul1erbock hn.s continued his studies with
tho Amorican University, University of JVI"..aryle.nd cmcl the University of Oklahoma.

r.JIajo.::' Hammorbeck is married and his family is presently residing in Jacksonville,
Florida.
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The 242d Avn Co has flmvn missions over a. wido a~'o2. in tho III Corps area

of Vietnam. !'1uleskimnor aircra.ft l:av() supportod units as far north as Song Be

and as far sou.th as the Delta. rogions below S",igon, The :fIt1.1oskinners hr:.ve

worked near the Canibodian border in T<:W :Hinh Province to -the coastal regions

on South China Soa.

'.P.ho tC':·:-.;'.'ain, for the most part, is le: vol. Tho region along tho COD-8t

from Vung T8,,'l north is mountainous. Tho mountain at Tay Ninh and tho mOUl1tain

at foni; Bo provido prominent landmarlm that aid in ncwigation. Thick jungle

and rubber plantations cover most of tho aroa to the north of Ga Chi and tho

romajnillg area consists ~1inly of rico peAdios.
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OP:T,PA.TIU\fS srl'l\TIS'I'IGS

SORTIES CARGO (TONS) PAX

1...31 Jl:Ul 4,2158 5~558 1P,020

1-2P I;'eb 3,182 5,889 12,553

1...11 Mar 3,173 5,245 14.058

1-'30 Apr 4,103 '3,253 1c: ,421

1-31 May 4,3PA 7,9S7 1"/,504

1-30 Jun 4,114 7,2~9 15,4.68

1-31 Jul 3~964 7,8J.~2 16,'361

1-31 Aug 3,954 " ,206 18,,3P.h

1-30 3eP 3,772 7,506 14,291J

1-31 Oct 4,.'323 8,189 15,154.,...
1-30 :;\l)V 4,109 8,254 13,99:('

1...11 Dec 42595.. 10,003 16,401

4?,P75 ~':lr271 1$7,551

SOH,TIE: Any flight beh;een two point s.

c.i\B.ao: Desired mnxi!llum carg'o pe~ t.ask is 4 Tens

PclX: Passenper

HOURS: Flight h0"\ll"s

HQURS

1,22P

999

1,046

1,314

1,202

1,256

1,242

1[;280

1,100

1,094

1,057

!Zj6~

14,0(,5
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The CH-471l. (ChilJ.ook) holicoptor io a twin-t-.ubino onginc, tandem-rotor
aircraft. ItsJ1k~mum grOSf3 v1Cight is 33,000 pounds. Tho following data is
provid~d for information:

2.0 0-"oro.11 DemensioTIG:
(1) Length (~"Otor tip to rotor tip max) 98' 3.25"
(2) i,vidth (:Dotor diametor max) 59 I 1 .25"
(3) Hoight (max) 19'

b 0 Cargo Compartment Demenoions ,:
(1l Longt.h 36611

(2 Width 90"
(3 Height 7811

c. Fuel:
(1l T;}-'Pc JP/4
(2 C~~acity: 621 ge~ (4036 lbs)
(3 Consur:.ption 300 gal pcr hour

d. Endurance: One hour and 40 min "vith 30 min fuel reserve

e. Airspocd - Plann.ll1g Figures
(1) Empty 100 knots
(2) Loaded 80 knots

f. AllovTab1:: Combat Loar1 (ACL) - Internal or llixtoxnal 8000 lbs

g. Troop Capacity: No:rmal
(1) US 33
(2) AllVN 46 (seat belts for 33 only)
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HO?JOR ROOL

SP4 ISli.ii.C STliINGER

KILLED IN ACTION 26 February 1969
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CW2 T01~YWA1LACE

CPT GARY ROUSH
CPT SK.NitJALSH
C((3 JOHN R.NKS
C.J2 SCOTTY CLARK
CW2 J:lfES L CRJU1ER
C,V2 SIDNEI SHOwS
lSG GEORGE l1ILLER
SFC LvJJJ-JlI.M COOK
SSG PAUL FULK
sp6 Jll1NY KREI.

SP5 RODNEY ROGERS
PFC LUIS RiU1IREZ

, uISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

CW2 BRENT HEDGRLTH
,

BROiJZE ST;iR

CPT ROGER LONDY
CPT THOM.l'I.S Dt.VIS
CW2 WlLLIt~ FINr~7

C\~2 JOHN CRi"J:1ER
CIrJ2 BEN GRAY
lSG WALTER KNOTT
SFC WILLl'J·1 CLE1'1ENTS
SFC BOBBY BIlADLEY
SP6 RICH~RD PARKER
SP4 ISSJ1S STRINGER (POSTh1JMOUE'
LARRY GILL;'I.SPIE (POSTHUl'lOUS)

AIRMED~L W/V DEVICE

SP4 J Al1ES J i\MROS
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SP5 JERRY BROUGHTON
SP4 JOHN LaBELLE
SP4 P~TRICK ~UU~CHONIE

SP4 ANNAN CRADDOCK

CPT LAVERN .:.USTIN
CW) WALBY C"~n.LTON

CW.3 C. V. lULLS
CW2 GERALD ELEAM
CWZ JAMES SPENCER
CWZ FRED DIEL
cW2 PERRY JACKSON
SSG VINCENT SAVOLSKIS
SSG P.LBERT kU1Al1
SSG ANDHEW Tll.tLOR
SGT BILLY ;,mJEY
SGT J :JfiES Tl.Y1011.
SGT J:u\fES BR0WN
SP5 G~JlY HUlvffiERSON
SP5 JOHN HENDON
SP5 DAVID HUHRAY
SP5 mmCE QU~\.(;KI:tmUSli

SP5 ,JOE;~ BOH;'.i.J
SF5 JOliN :r~IDfl.'ELL

::~'.5 ,':Ur,liT p','.trERSON
:Y?5 ALLAN ~v'}}j··30N

51)4 J :JvIES B;];:'i';.z

PURFLE HKillT

SP5 BRUCE QUP~ENBUSH

SP4 GERALD BAKER
SP4 LARRY LAIvlORE

AltlJIY COMNENDPSION MEDAL

CPT MICHAEL RYiN
CW2 THERON PATTEN
Cf./2 CHARLES HOLLEN
Sl:i'C BOBBY BRADLEY
SFC Ji~~S THa~\S

SFC JOHN (tJYL~N

SFC LEONJUtD PICKHARTZ
SSG J.'l1ES TWEED
SSG CORAL W~LKmtSON
SGT DOWN1~Y

SF5 maGHT BECKI1f.N
SP:5 SBf DIGGS
SP5 LLOYD BR~DFORD

SP5 RALPH ELWELL
SP5 LLOYD BRLDFIELD
SP5 f"OBERT JE\riELL
SP5 D.~I.,NY RZY,\)OLDS
SP5 JOHN BOHil.N
SP5 'L"- '''-'T'P mlrr,'"" .... 0;'1". 13m ,.1_.i:!J.t~.;) .•~
SP5 BUST WE SL},.CK
SF5 ROJ3EH.T Ri.l\'E
SF4 NILO WINTERSTF.EN

...
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SP4 CECIL R.RCHOFT
SP4 JOr'IN HEINDEL
SP4 JiJ1.ES TWEEDY

CFT GEOl~GI~ I'IeG-EE
CPT G.JU i'1 UJ:..TI;TT
CPT 1:NEftY AUSTIN
1LT Y0lliSHALL BENNETT
·u:r THr)lt~S DAVIS
C'lJ2 ':::n~vIHY ~-.jALL:1.CE

c~.'2 It':: STEVERSON
.iOl i;'J.CHALL ;;'T~~1' .iiI:•.:!
SFC WfR01~ T,:~.RBELL

SSG ALBERT LAHAl1
sp/S ARTHuR LOCKLEAR
sp/S GARY Hm1B~RSON

S? /5 BRIG.·.DO V:\.LENZUELA
srf4 ROGER ASAEw
SF-j4 iVIICH;\EL SCHOIJZ
Si) /1.,1, FK,.NCIS t10Ri=.LES
SP /4 JOHN TROUT
Sf /4 WI.LLLH BRYANT
SP i4 l1ICH'.EL 1lJRRS
Sf /LI- AI~DRE,v ELD:.:R
cp. /L RO'''LD .;';':',.';-;,1"'.u ~ lVd .l"\,,.·\..l

SP /4 RONAJ~D fimFHLN
Sf' /4 L 'ZtRY GILL),SPIE
SF /4 GILBEl~T l\1EDINL
SP fl} F~08K,T t1I'i:.,EY
SP /4 PLO .•LVi~Ji'."DO
SF /4 J Ai12:'- COUi<n s
Sf Ill- HEHEli.YE.sC:.LEf(;'~
SP /LI- l.LEERT i1C;:.LLIST...:Ji
SP/4 DANNY REYNOLDS
~)? /4 1LOYD PJutKER
:3.~~ /4 DONALD HOSS
~+ /4 DEN~;rSPFEI:FFEi.i.

Sf /4 J ..J1.ES JOli£.!E:,Ol~
PFC ,j ;J/rES ~·1.:.'J\'TIN

FFC 1'HOHl1S lLj;.TL~

f .FC DAnIEL! PEfi(EL

SPI} LAlillY ANDt:RSoN
J :J~;!:S HeCL;'.SLE'f

CPT l1ICHf;.EL MEDElhOS
CPT THONAS (JEER
CPT .ROGER OLNEY
11T SEAN WALE-H
Cl>J2 FRED DIEt
C~J2 BHENT HEDGPETH
~JOl IHVING TO,JNSEND
SiTC BOBBY BRADLEZ
SSG JE3SE hOPKINS
SP/5 "~TON MITCHELL
SP /5 BILLY B:~KER
SP /5 JOi·IN BOHLN
sr' /5CIL':RLES VICi(ERY
SP /4 c·'· ""TGULTl f ,;,rr''l7',T,,,-,,i..lJ U vi..U ...... l'l

SP 14F:~'I'RICl( l1t..RCHIONE
Sf' /4 JFJmy SHELTON
Si.:j4 FLOYD JONES
SP/4 BlmTON THOMSEN
SP/4 RODGER FR~SP]R
SP/4 JII1MY ROBERTS
SP4 JOHN HIEtiDE1
Sp/4 ROBERTROG&~S

SP /4 ISSAC STRINGER
SP!4 GREGORY BURDITT
SP p} ROBER:r r1ILE"[
SF 14 D"")'·"~·TS Fn"'·' ~!,...,.J.I.~.,J." _1t .~,lJ

SP /4 JEHhL BlWUGHTON
SF /LI- KENNETfI SCHILLER
Sf /L~ DNID REECE
SP/4 JOHN FICK
c'f'/4 Jr;·(~U~ 'I\O~li)P0 ... .L!J0LJ .~\.J~

SP /4 JKi'utY }1EDBURN
SP/4 ROY MEELER
FF'C JOSZ PUHDOH
PFC EDG:R KfL·!.U:~g

PFC DENKIS MILLE~

. '::
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DEP.A.lfMNT OF THE MUf!
HhDQUAnTIli15, 1$1' AVIATION BRlGADB

8TH MIUTAnY KISTORr DIT.ACHMINT
APO San FrancUsco 963&

AVBAHI

SUBJECT: At1nual HiItor1cal suppJ.en1ent

a Apr1l 1970

1. Your~ b1etiQt'1cal .supplement tor 1969 ha# been received by th1a
office and round to be 1itJ.at.i.s.t'aet017.

2. In general~ aD.1'llJllJ. h1etC¢'ical supplem$nt .18 good. ~. 10u
have .neglected the narratiw ]:IOX'tion of the moot h1porta:nt chapter in .an
annual historical 8Upp~topelati(l'le.

:3. This chapter ..mould $nc1ude a. c'ht>onolo~ d.1ecu..ion of unit operations.
If there wetoe no ope$t~ o! a a1gnU'1CAiit nature cond'u.cted b,. ;rour unit,
then d.eascr!'be opltJ$UCI:I.$~h 1l1.uetrate tbe various t;ypesot .,.. yOUr
unit pertonns..

4. I -:requeet that .J'QU. $tbtdt .. su.ppJ.enuimt to your 4l1tlual hS.atoncal $1pple
ment,c;onteJninEt 1nt~tion. requested in F 2 ab~, to the ~8l"a
en~ted 1n pal" .1, e.ppend1x II, 1st AvJation Br1gat:le Regulation. 87O-l
NI:r .30 AprU 1970.·

S. It you re~ .,.~, call me (Long B1nh 2530).

BENnt R. VA!mTTI
en, IN
COllIlanding

/
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DEPAFlTl1ENT 01" TBE~\R11Y

242nd Aviation COY;lpany (Aslt Spt Hel)
APO San Francisco 96353

W-DYD-AA 15 April 197

SUBJECT: Annual Historical Supplement

Commanding General
1st Avn Bde
\TTN: AVBJ\-EH
APO SF 96384

Enclosed .is B.n operations supplement to the 242nd Aviation Company's annual
historical supplement.

~GK;;Jy~y
11T, SC
Administrative Officer

1 enclosure
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~e 242nd ASH Oompany ta operations during oBlander yaa:z: 1969

oovered a broad. speotrunt. l-iainlj- cOl'lccmed 11'ith m:tssions of resupply

tho MuleGldnnerl3 havo proven to be cqua.lly oapable of £l:~d.ng oomba't

assaults and nl@t oombat essential missions.

Support of the 25th Infantry Divisio1"'~ has oontinu.ed to bo the

prima.ry funotion or J~ho 242nd. Tho lITropio Lightning" Division area.

of operations in I.II oorps has been reL"lforoed "I>,l1;h l'lU'U'ly fire support

bonoa movod in by Ohinooks of the 242nd. Among them "Tas Fire Su.pport

BaseSedge'\cTiok, also mown as Hole 011.7. DurinB' the ea:t'ly part of -theye=

tho Irfuloskinnera moved the ;>ro ::Bn, 9th Int into new booes, and in Auguet

'·Te '\'Tore responsible for the total extraction of that un!t. In a unit

daploymont of that ma.gnitude, the 242nd is responsible for heavy lift

as 'l,oJ'ell a.s the troop lift requirements.

Firebaaa Handle is another name 'bo be remembered by the fule ...

skinners. Gua.rd1ng a strategic point on the Oriontal River, Handle

reoieved daily sorties of aupplies a.."11 ammu1rl.tlon from Oltinooka or tho

242nd. In add.!tion to oontinusl x-esupply1 the l'fulaek.1nne:1."S "rere re...

sponsible for the total insertion and. exbra.otion of the i'ircbaae.

Another oxtrcm.oly important m1~l:l1on acsi€*1cd to the 242nd is the

resu:pply of U.S. servicemen living on Nui Be, Den. High atop III Corp 'a

fo.med II J3hck Virgin "mountain lives a. small group of men of the 25th

Division. Their mission is to oporate a. radio relay and electronio

surveillanoe post. Supply routes to this unit are definitely limited by

.......,.:;.
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terrain Mcl enenw aotivity II 1!he responsibility :for resupply belone;a

·to the Jl1u.leokinnera, und six to eie).rt "times a (lay., an aircraft wi.th

the insignia. of a bucking m:Llle oan bo zoon mo.kine ito '''8(f to the top

of tho cloud covered roolUltain. 801;1;ios of Class I to Class V are sent

t'tp tlVia hook'l to enfJ'l1rO the continuanco of -1;1110 vital operation.

The moralo of the grO'lmd troops is aJ.i-rayS uplifted at the sie-;:l'b

of lao Ohinook bringing in beer, soda, and mail. /'ltring 1969, the 11.&.1.10

okinnersprovided morale boosters of an tU1USUal nature. Forty-oue ba.nd

conoerts Horo hold at vo.riou.s £iol(l looations throuf~lOut tho year.

Transporting the band. ~IDd its equipment "lOre OH-47 'a from tho 242nd ASH

Co.

Opora.tlon Holly was one men of the 25th Infantl:'Y Division a.:ce

not lilcely -to forgE!'!;. \fuen the Dob Hope USO Ghow visited. au on1 in

December, over 7,200 mon '(.lore moved in to see the perfOl."Inla.nce. Respons

ibility for the majorHy of the move fell to the Hulonkinnol."'O, and in

t"relve hours, mo:r:e than hsJ..f' the troops hacl been transported.

At ·times the 25th Division calls upon the VIulesld.nne:rfl for o'ther

than Direot Oombat Support miosiouo. Oombat Moaults, 0.13. gas drops on

krlOwuor aU~lpeoted enemy locations, napalm drops, Mel r:.mergenoy re

supply to units und.er attack are somo of' tho various mis(l10na the 242nd

is oalled upon to perfol."'m. Supported unito o:m count upon a mu.leskinnor

being a.1.rbome tTith:f.n thirty minutes of thoil.' odl.

The 242nd ASH Co 1s not limi.ted to sololy ou.pporting the 25th

Infa..."'ltry Division. Han;y other U.S. l\rmy units in III Corps have become
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femili8.r 'With the sight of a. buoking mule. Allied foroes in III o0:L1>S

suohas the Royal Thais, Australian Forces ,ARv.N, and R'VN lifa;vy also

require the 242nd to J:61SUPPly' pa.trol boats and o'bher river craft "lith

neoeS13aJ:'y' POL, heaV"J oquipment end rations • During these missions, the

men of the 242nd are oalled upon to fly :t,'omoto river looations in the

midst of hostile territors' to render the required support.

As the yea;£ 1969 drew to a. oloso, the 242nd ASH 00 had logged
,

almost 15,000 aooident free nying hours. :No mo.tte:r what the :require-

ment, the mcm of the 242nd rooe to meet it. During the year, msoions

ond requirements have changed, but -the Muleskinners have a.lWa;'/B proven

their ability to adapt to MY new ohallenge. The men of the Muleskinners

hwre ncve:t' oeased to earn admiration and respeot from the units they

.: ....
.....,.. :: ..


